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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgements 

1. Claims 1-17 are pending in this Office Action. 

2. This Office Action is given Paper No. 20080422 for reference purposes only. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 1 discloses "transmitting said data to a customs via a network". It is 
unclear as to what is "a custom", to where the data is transmitted, thus, the scope of the 
claim indefinite. Furthermore, claim 1 recites receiving a result of examination by said 
customs on "said electronic document" in the third limitation. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claims 2-7 are rejected for being dependent upon rejected claim 1 . 

7. Claim 8 recites a "means for transmitting said electronic document data to a 
customs via a network when the consistency is verified by said checking means". By 
transmitting the electronic document data only when the consistency is verified, claim 8 
is indefinite in the sense that things which may be done are not required to be done; 
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such members cannot be regarded as structural limitations and, therefore, not as 
positive limitations in claim directed to structure; they cannot be relied on to distinguish 
from prior art. In re Collier, 158 USPQ 266, 268 (CCPA 1968). 

8. Claims 9-1 1 are rejected for being dependent upon rejected claim 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

10. Claims 1-2, 4-13 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Tang et al (US 2003/0036982). 

1 1 . With respect to claims 1,8-10 and 12, Tang teaches 

a. a device used for entering information required for customs procedures 
including at least information related to cargoes to be exported (paragraph 0026); 

b. a device used for creating electronic document data required for customs 
procedures based on said information required for customs procedures and 
transmitting said data to a customs via a network (paragraph 0027); 

c. a device which receives a result of examination by said customs on said 
electronic document transmitted (paragraph 0027); and 
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d. a device which transmits said examination result received to an 
information processing device of a party concerned which entered at least said 
information required for customs procedures (paragraph 0028). 

12. Regarding claims 2, 11 and 13, Tang teaches a logistics control information 
system according to claim 1 , wherein said result of examination by said customs on said 
electronic document transmitted is a result that is obtained after consistency with 
different data on said cargoes from said electronic document transmitted is checked 
(paragraph 0015). 

13. With respect to claim 4, Tang teaches a logistics control information system 
according to claim 1, wherein said information on cargoes to be exported includes 
information to specify said cargoes, loading port information of said cargoes, and 
destination information of said cargoes (paragraph 0013) . 

14. Regarding claims 5 and 15, Tang teaches a logistics control information system 
according to claim 1, wherein part of information on said cargoes to be exported is 
entered as at least two different types of data among packing list data, shipping 
instruction data, invoice data and bill of lading data as electronic document data 
(paragraph 0026). 

15. As to claims 6 and 16, Tang teaches a logistics control information system 
according to claim 5, wherein, if data entry of part of said information on cargoes to be 
exported is divided and executed a plurality of times to deal with said electronic 
document data, parts of said information that are entered said plurality of times are 
cross-referenced (paragraph 0033). 
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16. With respect to claims 7 and 17, Tang teaches a logistics control information 
system according to claim 5, wherein said part of said information on cargoes to be 
exported is entered and stored as said at least two different types of data (paragraph 
0028). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tang et al (US 2003/0036982). 

17. As to claims 3 and 14, Tang teaches a logistics control information system 
according to claim 1 . The only difference between Tang and the claimed subject matter 
is that Tang does not explicitly disclose who owns the information processing device or 
whether the owner is an exporter, a custom-house broker, a nonvessel operating 
common carrier (NVOCC) or a carrier. However, the system in Tang is applied to the 
realm of inspecting and exporting cargo. Thus, a predictable result of Tang would be for 
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the owner of the claimed system to be an exporter, custom-house broker, a nonvessel 
operating common carrier (NVOCC) or a carrier. 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kluss (Us 6463419), Dutta et al (2003/0023522), Napier et al (US 
2003/0167240), Mizushima et al (US 7359942) (column/line 14/41-50: teaches wherein 
a Electronic Data Interchange system transmits and receives electronic documents and 
data). 

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRANDI P. PARKER whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 9796. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 8-5pm. 

20. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Calvin L. Hewitt II can be reached on (571) 272-6709. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

21. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BRANDI P PARKER/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4137 

/Calvin L Hewitt II/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4137 



